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Cut-price private surgeries where

you can see a doctor 7 days a week

PATIENTS

By Francesca Infante
and Sophie Borland
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My Medyk clinic in West London, said he
realised there was ‘a gap in the market
because NHS care was 0 poor’.

He added: ‘You have heard the stories
about people going to GPs and whatever
is wrong with ﬁou they give you a para-
cetamol and tell you to go nwaﬁ,

‘People find it hard to get help. They
want to come to one place that they know,
where they know what to expect, get the
treatment and from people they trust.

‘Our patients are our customers, they are
the most important things for us, that is
our company motto. Perhaps that is not
always the same attitude with the NHS.

Research shows that two thirds of
Health Service patients have to wait more
than 48 hours for a doctor’s appointment
and few slots are available outside the
regular working week.

Out-of-hours patients are almost certain
to be seen by a locum or a senior nurse
and many turn to A&E departments,
which are in a state of crisis as a result

‘The Polish clinic, which is regulated by
the Care Quality Commission, will usually
refer patients to their closest hospital and
any scans, chemotherapy, surgery or other
procedures will be funded by the NHS.

Fees for writing out prescriptions are
fneluded - but not the cost of the drugs
themselves. Treatments available include
a pregnancy ultrasound scan for
598 and stitches for £45
My Medyk also offers dental sur-

Ty, varicose vein surgery, Botox,

notherapy, acupuncture and
counse: sessions.
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It is also cheaper than rival opéera-
tors. Bupa centres offer GP serv-
lces at £67.49 for a 15-minute
appointment - or £225 for a full
hour. Their normal surgery hours

and professional and the costs are
easily a third of what you would
pay for British private care

‘It’s difficult to get GP appoint
ments and then you're told you
have to see someone else and wait
more time. If it's going to take for-
ever to get sorted on the NHS then
in my opinion it’s worth paying.’
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In December, 'mey opened a sec-
ond clinic in Ealing, also in West
London, and plan to open a third in

London soon. Roger Goss, of
ampaign group Patient Con-
d: ‘I'm not surprised this
c is attracting so many
nts. I know people who are
hs g to wait three weekstogeta
GP appointment.

‘At my own NHS GP you por-

mally have to wait at least a fort-

ht. Patients will ra see the
same doctor twice and this is hard
on the elderly or those with loog-
term conditions.”

The country’s top GP. Dr Clae
Gerada, has told MPs there wen
‘queues down the street” outsde
her own practice, which she
described as ‘disgraceful’.
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Every year 65,000 terrified
horses are packed into trucks
and driven thousands of miles
across Europe for slaughter.
Bruised, bleeding and exhausted.
they are without regular access
to food, water or rest

With the help of donations
World Horse Weitare has more
than haived the number of
horses transported this way and
s determined to break this cruel
and barbaric practice forever.

Please help horves and give now
call 01953 497297"
DCFM, complete the

below of vitit our website
www worldhorewelfare.org
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' PLEASE USE MY GIFT TO STOP THE BARBARIC TREATMENT OF HORSES.
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How British spies are

‘colluding

BRITISH spies have had access
to a US government programme
that monitors the emails and web
activity of millions of Britons, it
was claimed last night,

Secret documents published yester-
day suggest the US National Security
Agency direct access to data held
by internet giants including Microsoft,
Google, Yahoo, Facebook, YouTube,
Skype and Apple.

The documents - which appear to be
slides from a training presentation for
intelligence agents - suggest the
can access email, photographs, social
work information. chat records and other
‘stored data’ held by the companies, as
part of its “Prism’ project

They also suggest the British govern-
ment’s listening centre, GCHQ, has had
access to the system since at least June
2010. During this period the project gen-
erated nearly 200 intelligence reports

It is unclear whether other agencies,
such as MI5S and MIS, were also involved,
meaning the true extent of the snooping
could be er.

A GCHQ spokesman said ‘we do not com-
ment on intelligence matters’, but added:
“Our work s cartied out In accordance with
a strict legal

The Intelligence and Security Commit-
tee will receive a report on the claims

. according to chairman Str Mal-

colm

“The ISC Is aware of the sur-
rounding data obtawied by %;.hun
US Prism programme,’ he said. ISC
will decide what further action needs Lo be
faken a8 scon as it recetves that informa-

By Jack Doyle
Home Affairs Correspondent
tion." Privacy campaigners warned that
the revelations suggested the creation of
a ‘Snooper’s Charter by the back door’
They come after a proposed p! to pay
internet companies to collate user data
from UK computers was dropped only last
maonth in the face of opposition from Tory
backbenchers and Liberal Democrats.
Last night Labour called on David Cam-
eron to come clean to MPs on the extent
u_r Britain's role. Shadow Home Becretary
Yvette Cooper said: “The Prime Minister
should brief the ISC on what ministers
know .u_xd should ask the ISC to report on
the UK’s relationship with the Prism pro-
gramme, the nature of intelligence being

‘Tap directly into
the servers’

gathered, the extent of UK oversight
:\rmneu and others, and the I.evel?:{’

them, including Google, Apple.nmw
Facebook denled the government
direct access’ to their servers.

Microsoft said it does not vomnﬂlﬂn
participate in any govemmeulvd‘
collection and only complies
orders for requests about spec
accounts or identifiers”.
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